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Helping people 
communicate the 
gospel to others 
accurately, urgently 
and relevantly

Venue
We meet at Cowplain Evangelical Church, Durley 
Avenue, Cowplain, Hampshire PO8 8XA. There is a 
‘pay and display’ car park to the side of the church  
and free on-road parking in the area. Directions to  
the church are found below.

The Organising Group
We are evangelicals who hold the Bible to be 
trustworthy and true. We aim to follow Jesus in his life 
and teaching, and he is the basis of our confidence in 
preaching and teaching the gospel in our day.

Colin Dyer (Co-ordinator), Alverstoke Evangelical 
Church, Gosport. Tel: 023 9234 6145;  
Mob: 0775 891 1839; email: colin@sogo.org.uk;

Steve Bell, Grace Church, Ryde;

Phill Brown, Cowplain Evangelical Church, Cowplain;

David Stanford, Solent Evangelical Church, Gosport;

James Leggett, St James’ Church, Ryde;

Mike Peach, West End Chapel, Fareham. Email: 
m.peach1941@btinternet.com. Tel: 01329 843369.

If you’d like to find out more about the Solent Gospel 
Partnership, then please contact Colin, or one of the 
other Organising Group who may live nearer to you.

2019
Seminars
Living a Godly Life

The Programme

This year’s programme has the theme of living a 
Christian life. Please cast your eye over the forthcoming 
subjects and see what might particularly help you. We 
hope they all will contribute something to each of us as 
individuals, but also to the churches of which we’re a 
part. Included in the series is a look at the Bible book of 
Proverbs, and we’ll also seek to learn some lessons from 
the church in Asia (under the title of living as a church 
in the minority) including the spread of the gospel in 
that region through the preaching of John Sung. We’ll 
also consider how the idol of comfort keeps us from 
living lives which are effective in bringing the gospel 
to ordinary working folk and also be challenged about 
living holy lives under a God who is sovereign over the 
whole of life, including our individual ones. All sessions 
will include application for us in our situation. 

One major change with this year’s programme is that 
only three seminars are on a Monday, our usual day, 
and the other two are on Wednesdays. The change of 
some seminars to Wednesday was made to allow us to 
get the speakers we wanted. However, it may also mean 
that some of you who couldn’t attend on a Monday will 
be able to get to a midweek seminar.

We hope that these sessions will be a stimulus to live 
out our own lives in a more godly and wise way, and 
that they will also give us, as church members, a sharper 
focus on our corporate life together.

Seminar Costs

£10 per person payable on 
the day of the seminar

You can simply arrive on the day, but we do appreciate 
you notifying us that you’re attending. This is helpful for 
catering purposes. To let us know you’re coming, please 
contact Mike Peach (see details below).  

Who is it for?
Everyone is welcome. These seminars are designed 
to be accessible to all. So, if you’re keen to grow, to 
think outside the box at times, and keen to know God 
better, then our hope is that you will benefit from this 
programme. Come along and join us!  
Please pass these details on to anyone else who you 
think might benefit. A27
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Wednesday 27 March

Living uncomfortably — Why the idol  
of comfort is a danger to the mission  
of the church  Stephen Kneale
Historically, working-class people and weekly 
wage-earners formed  the core membership of 
many evangelical churches. However, today you will 
struggle to find many builders and plumbers in our 
congregations or find a thriving church in a deprived 
community local to you. How have we come to a 
point where large sections of society are almost 
invisible in our churches? Why have we got so few 
churches in more deprived areas? The uncomfortable 
answer lies in the idol we have made of comfort.

Stephen serves as pastor of Oldham Bethel Church, 
an FIEC and North West Partnership church in the 
Greater Manchester area where he has been since 
2014. Steve is married to Rachel and they have two 
children.  Outside of church he enjoys discussing 
philosophy, politics and current affairs over ‘proper’ 
fresh ground coffee!  Steve also regularly blogs 
on issues related to church, theology, politics and 
society at www.stephenkneale.com

Monday 17 June

Living under the sovereignty of God
Orlando Saer
Knowing a God whose hands are well and truly on 
the steering wheel should bring great comfort to 
believers. But often it just leaves us scratching our 
heads in confusion. Why then do bad things happen? 
Where does that leave ‘free will’? What’s the point 
of praying if God already knows what he’s going 
to do? Orlando will tackle some of these questions 
in this session with the hope that we have a better 
appreciation of just how big the God and Father of 
the Lord Jesus Christ is.

Orlando is the Senior Pastor of Christ Church 
Southampton where he is involved in training and 
discipling university students. He has previously 
served churches in Sydney, London and Surrey.  
He is the author of Iron Sharpens Iron and of Big God. 
He is married to Libby and they have four children.

Monday 11 February
Living wisely — learning and preaching  
in the book of Proverbs
Chris Ansberry

How can we read, understand and preach the book 
of Proverbs as distinctly Christian scripture? In this 
seminar we’ll be encouraged to see how Proverbs 
seeks to shape our character, sharpen our intellect, 
hone our desires, form our feelings, and construct 
our worldview in accord with Christian wisdom and 
kingdom ethics.

Chris serves as Tutor of Old Testament and Biblical 
Hebrew at Oak Hill College. He grew up in Cleveland, 
Ohio (USA), and studied at Wheaton College. He is 
married to Carolyn and they have four children. Chris 
and Carolyn are members of Enfield Town Community 
Church. He enjoys sport, cooking, and spending time 
with his family.

Programme for all seminars
9.30am Coffee & registration

10.00am First session

11.00am Coffee break,  
	 muffins/cookies	etc

11.30am Second session,  
 with time for Q&A

12.30pm Finish

We do hope that you’ll 
enjoy the seminars, and that 

friendships will be built as 
we interact with each other 

during the morning.

Monday 23 September

Living as a church in the minority  
– learning from the church in Asia
Allen McClymont & Dr David Harley
The church in Asia is growing and is doing so while 
surrounded by powerful alternative worldviews, both 
religious and secular. Our focus today is on what the 
Western church can learn from their experience. We 
will look at both the particular and the general. We 
will explore what we can learn from the wholehearted 
devotion of John Sung a Chinese evangelist, who in the 
years before WWII, was considered one of the greatest 
evangelical preachers in the world and was mightily 
used by God in China and Southeast Asia. We will also 
consider the challenges facing the church in Asia and  
the reason why, in many countries, it is growing in spite 
of those challenges. What are the lessons we can learn  
from our Asian brothers and sisters?

David Harley and Allen McClymont have both served 
in Asia. Allen and his wife Litsa are members of 
OMF International, and he is currently one of OMF’s 
representatives covering London and the Southeast 
of England. They spent ten years as missionaries in 
Malaysia, where Allen taught in an interdenominational 
seminary and where two of their three daughters were 

born. Prior to this Allen worked in the city as an internal 
auditor in the investment banking industry. David comes 
with a lifetime of mission experience. He has served as 
Principal of All Nations Christian College, Dean of the 
Discipleship Training Centre in Singapore and as General 
Director of OMF International. He has written books on 
Abraham, Exodus, mission and missionary training

Wednesday 6 November

Living a holy life — without which  
we will not see God  Dan Green
God describes himself as holy. He calls us to be holy in 
all we do, and we’re warned, that without holiness we will 
not see God. So, what does it mean to be holy, and how 
does that look in life? How do we progress in holiness 
and does this require our effort, or is it entirely a work of 
God? This session aims to strengthen us in being ‘other’ 
in a world that wishes to mould us to its pattern.

Dan is the pastor of Banstead Community Church 
in Surrey. He is married to Kate and they have three 
children. After training at Oak Hill College he  worked 
with young people in Eastbourne before joining 
Banstead in 2007—initially as assistant pastor. He 
supports Crystal Palace, has run the London Marathon 
twice and enjoys watching US TV shows.


